March 29, 2020
JEHOVAH SHAMMAH (The Lord is Present)
PSALMS 34:17-19
The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their troubles.  The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite spirit.  Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivers him out of them all.
Introduction
1.  The occasion of this psalm was that humiliating and questionable episode, when David 
     pretended insanity to save his life from the ruler of Goliath’s city of Gath.
2.  This is truly a Psalm of praising and magnifying Jehovah God.
3.  In this world there are only two types of people: on the one side are the righteous, and on the 

     other, the wicked. 

4.  The difference between them is vital.  These two are utterly opposed in their principles and 

     conduct, and God recognizes this in His treatment of them.

5.  Everyone, whether righteous or unrighteous, has trials in life, but not everyone deals with

     them in the same way.

6.  I want us today to look at how the righteous can deal with them and find comfort.

  I.  WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS CRY OUT.  v.17  The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their troubles.
      A.  This verse is not talking of someone just crying, but rather, crying out to God.

      B.  Many times we tend to try to fix the wrongs in our life ourselves instead of looking to


God.

      C.  When those who are saved cry out to God, He will hear them and respond.  2 Kings 22:19   Because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I spoke against this place, and against the inhabitants, that they would become a desolation and a curse, and you tore your clothes, and wept before Me; I also have heard you, says the Lord. 
      D.  In His response He will bring deliverance from their trials.

      E.  Now His deliverance may not be the kind of deliverance we want or expect, because God


has His own way of bringing deliverance.  Remember Jonah?  Remember Daniel in the 

den of lions?  Remember Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the furnace of fire?

      F.  But rest assured, when you cry out to Jesus He will deliver!  Luke 4:18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because he has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those that are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 
 II.  JEHOVAH IS NEAR.  v. 18  The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite spirit.
      A.  He is near to the broken hearted.  
      B.  There’s a chorus we sing here at Landmark that says this:



He is here, Hallelujah, He is here, Amen 


He is here, Holy Holy, I will bless His name again 


He is here, listen closely 


Hear Him calling out your name 


He is here, you can touch Him 


You will never be the same.
      B.  There are so many things in this world that can break our hearts: the loss of a loved one;


a broken marriage; a child that has gone astray from the Lord; unrealized goals, etc..

      C.  Whatever may be breaking your heart know this: God is near and can bring great comfort.


Isaiah 55:6  Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near.     
      D.  What it takes is a contrite spirit, one that is sorry for sins and humbled, crushed, before 

God.  James 4:8-10  Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double minded.  Lament, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 
      E.  When such a person turns to God, He will save and bring victory.

III.  JEHOVAH WILL REMOVE THE FEAR.  v. 19  Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivers him out of them all.
      A.  Afflictions bring fear.  “What am I going to do?; What’s going to happen to me or my


loved ones?; Where can I go?; How is this going to end?”

Fear stifles our thinking and actions.  It creates indecisiveness that results in stagnation.  I have known talented people who procrastinate indefinitely rather than risk failure.  Lost opportunities cause erosion of confidence, and the downward spiral begins.  - Charles Stanley

      B.  Fear is one of the devil’s greatest tools.  With it, he can paralyze lives.  1 Peter 5:8-9  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.
      C.  Listen to me, afflictions, trials are bound to happen in your life.  John 16:33  These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
      D.  When the afflictions come, Jesus is the great deliverer!  1 Peter 5:6-7  Therefore, humble yourself under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
Conclusion:

1.  Is your life in turmoil right now?  Do you think you can’t go on?

2.  Then right now, right where you are, humble yourself before God, cry out to Him and let Him

     take care of the situation.  Matthew 11:28  Come to Me, all you who wearied and are overburdened, and I will give you rest.
3.  Don’t expect God to do what you want, expect Him to do what He wants!
